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NOAA Climate Program Office (CPO)
Director:  Wayne Higgins 

Mission: Advance scientific understanding, monitoring, and prediction of 
climate and its impacts to enable effective decisions

Activities:
• Support NOAA mission-driven research priorities
• Engage community in NOAA mission through annual Federal Funding Opportunity
• Facilitate coordination, collaboration, and integration
• Accelerate transition activities to improve NOAA operational services



CPO Grant Programs
COM - Climate and Ocean Monitoring 

AC4 - Atm. Composition, Chemistry, and Carbon 
Cycle

CVP - Climate Variability and Predictability Program

MAPP - Modeling, Analysis, Predictions and 
Predictions 

SARP - Sectoral Applications Research Program

COCA - Coastal and Ocean Climate Applications 

RISA - Regional Integrated Sciences and 
Assessments

IRAP - International Research and Applications 
Program

Each program publishes a targeted call 
for proposals in the Federal Funding 
Opportunty (FFO), which is published 
annually at Grants.gov and posted on 
the CPO website.



Grant Application Process at NOAA
● Call for Proposals are once a year (known as the FFO, Federal Funding Opportunity). 

● The past few years it has been released in the late spring or summer. 

● This information is posted at grants.gov and on our CPO website. 

● The process includes a "letter of intent" (LOI) that is reviewed. The projects are either 

encouraged, encouraged with comments, or discouraged. LOIs are due 21 days after 

FFO release.

● Full applications are submitted by your university, and are usually due 90 days after FFO.

● Applications (Proposals) go through a 2-stage review process: 

○ The first panel looks at: 1) the scientific and/or technical merit, 2) qualifications of 

the applicant(s), and 3) project costs.

○ The second panel evaluates the Importance/Relevance and Applicability of 

Application to the Program.



Things to Remember When Proposing to NOAA CPO
● NOAA is a mission-driven agency. Be sure to review the FFO and the 

Information Sheet (posted on the CPO website) to see the specific topics 
that each program is focused on.

● Use the LOI process. Although LOIs are not required, the process gives you 
the opportunity to succinctly express your main idea for the proposal/project. 
It will also give you an idea of whether the topic fits with the program 
announcement. 

● Follow the guidance in the NOAA FFO (for page limits, required sections, 
etc.) and use the tips from other agencies for writing proposals (e.g., NSF has 
a handbook).

● Be sure to clearly state the focus of your project (introduction), why the 
project is important (motivation), and how you will address/answer your 
questions (e.g., use observations or a model, what data will you use, etc.)



Current Research Topics 
for the CVP Program
Sandy Lucas, Program Manager

CVP Goal:
To advance the knowledge 
of the dynamics, and 
sources of predictability, of 
the coupled 
ocean-atmosphere-land-ice 
system across all climate 
time scales by using 
observations, modeling, 
research, analysis, and field 
studies to gain a 
process-level understanding 
of how the system interacts.

http://cpo.noaa.gov/cvp


