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re: MPOWIR steering committee member 

Dear Sonya, 

Thank you for this opportunity to apply to serve on the MPOWIR steering committee. I have con-
tributed to, and even more importantly, profoundly benefitted from MPOWIR over the last ten 
years. It would now be a privilege to help steer MPOWIR towards even greater impact for the 
next generation of women and minorities in physical oceanography! I have a few ideas that I’d 
like to bring for discussion with the committee, should I join, and I outline them briefly here. 

The most powerful benefits of MPOWIR have been in education and mentoring of young female 
scientists and I believe these components must maintain momentum over the next ten years. 
Studies show that gender biases will creep back while women faculty remain under 30%. There 
may also be a role for MPOWIR to develop coaching for senior women faculty on how to institu-
tionalise best practices in their laboratories and academic departments, in order to help their col-
leagues deal better with gender issues and transform departmental cultures. At the same time, 
I’d like to see MPOWIR embrace the LGBTQ community, who face similar discriminatory chal-
lenges as women, but also some unique ones, such as fear of “coming out”. About 30% of 
LGBTQ folks in STEM hide their sexual orientation, yet doing so is detrimental to their mental 
health and job satisfaction (Yoder and Mattheis (2016) Queer in STEM, DOI:
10.1080/00918369.2015.1078632). 

My motivation for joining the MPOWIR steering committee is to give back to a community that 
has given me so much. 

Sincerely, 

 

                                                                                                  
              

Dr.  Lisa Beal            
Professor of Ocean Sciences and Associate Dean for Research
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